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Stormwater management is a rapidly evolving field that will continue to be a significant focus for DOTs over the long-term.  Committee AFB65 fulfills a strategic need to promote both fundamental and applied knowledge within TRB for stormwater, and provide a leadership role for TRB in this sector.  Stormwater management is a key factor in project delivery and operation and maintenance for departments of transportation (DOTs) as well as other transportation agencies, based on project environmental requirements, laws, and the desire of the public for improved water quality, water resources and receiving water beneficial uses.  Stormwater research and infrastructure is a significant part of the cost of DOT projects and has long term environmental impacts for all transportation facility owners.  This committee provides a national forum for transportation stormwater, and supports other TRB committees in fulfilling their objectives by ensuring that the stormwater portion of the project development process and operation and maintenance is adequately represented and considered in all applicable projects.

1. Committee Future Outlook Statement
The purpose of this Committee is to support DOT stormwater programs charged with compliance with the Clean Water Act and protection of the beneficial uses of receiving waters.  The Stormwater Committee is charged with providing technical support to ensure that DOTs have the appropriate tools and technical understanding to protect the chemical, biological, and physical integrity of the nation’s receiving waters.  This will require interface with a variety of aspects of DOT support functions including environmental, operation and maintenance, asset management, construction and design.   

Committee AFB65 Scope

This committee is concerned with the search for knowledge and techniques for the development of methods, procedures and processes necessary for the design and construction of transportation related stormwater facilities to address runoff pollutants, methods for managing stormwater volume and flow, and methods for improving water supply and stormwater quality. 

Short-term Drivers
Short-term drivers in the stormwater sector are focused on research into efficient Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) program implementation.  The Committee has identified the following areas to pursue over a one to three year time period:
· Cooperating with MS4 programs.  DOTs share corporate boundaries with municipalities and other MS4 programs, but may have limited collaboration in stormwater program implementation.  The Committee will assess barriers to cooperation and tools for cooperation with MS4s.
· Asset Management.  DOTs may have little available asset information on the MS4, but such information is key to develop an efficient and effective stormwater program. The Committee will assess the attributes of high-performing DOT asset management programs with an eye on technology transfer opportunities
· Public education.  Every MS4 NPDES permit requires a public education element.  Public education may be more effective if a common message is used.  The Committee will explore options for collaboration at the state level, or between MS4s for the public information element
Long-Term Drivers
Long-term drivers in the stormwater sector are focused on implementation of elements of the Clean Water Act that lack a clearly defined pathway.  The Committee has identified the following areas to pursue over a four to seven year time period:
· Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs).  DOTs are being named as stakeholders in TMDLs, sometimes with a limited practical nexus, and usually with few options for meeting their waste load allocations.  The Committee will explore how DOTs should work with the TMDL program.
· Pervious pavements.  Pervious pavements hold promise for both stormwater quality and quantity improvement and reduction.  There are significant technical challenges to their application in the highway environment.  The Committee will work with other TRB Committees to address this topic.
· Watershed approach to CWA implementation.  A watershed approach to implementation of the CWA promises the most effective program for the least cost.  The Committee will explore elements of this approach for application for DOTs.
· Trading and equivalency.  A topic that is integral to application of a watershed approach, credit trading for stormwater program implementation, especially TMDL compliance, shows promise to improve program performance and reduce implementation cost.
The drivers described above will be pursued within a practical framework that mirrors a DOT implementation strategy: 
1. Program and Permit, 
2. Research, 
3. Strategic approach.

2. Committee Plan
DOT stormwater programs will likely be in flux for the foreseeable future.  The Interstate Highway System is largely complete, and regulatory pressure to improve runoff water quality will require retrofit of existing infrastructure, and up-fitting during reconstruction, rehabilitation and modernization projects.  This reality is against a backdrop of change at the federal and state levels, with states potentially taking a more active role in the implementation of programs now part of the Clean Water Act.  
The Committee will undertake the following projects in the next three years in response to the short-term and long-term drivers identified in the Outlook Statement:
· Lectern session each year at TRB annual meeting
· Joint session each year at TRB annual meeting
· Workshop every other year at TRB annual meeting
· Webinar every other year
· Research Needs Statements (RNS) and Synthesis topics submitted each year.
The Committee plans to collaborate with other committees in the Design and Construction Group on cross-cutting issues.  Committees identified for collaboration are:
· ADC10 Environmental Analysis in Transportation
· ADC60 Resource Conservation and Recovery
· AFB30 Low-Volume Roads
· AFB40 Landscape and Environmental Design
· AFB60 Hydrology and Hydraulics
· AFD30 General and Emerging Pavement Design
The Committee plans to explore the use of pervious pavements for water quality in the highway system particularly the use of pervious shoulders.  Landscape and environmental design is another area with a direct nexus to Stormwater green infrastructure, which includes hydrology and hydraulics in design and may best be implemented on a pilot basis on low volume roads.
The Committee has established a website, and will post and host the following content on the site:
· RNS
· Synthesis topics
· Webinar and workshop materials
· Member forum
· Triennial Strategic Plan
· Useful links
3.	Committee History
The Committee is new in 2017, and does not have a history per se, only to state that the committee was an outgrowth of the AFB60 Water Quality Subcommittee, which existed for many years.  This section will be completed with the next TSP revision.
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